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29 Wednesday            FEAST of Ss PETER and PAUL 
           
                                                                                                                      Acts 12: 1 - 11 
                                                                    Ps 33: 2 - 9 
                                2 Tim 4: 6 – 8, 17-18 
                                        Matt 16: 13 -19 
  
 
In celebrating today the two great Apostles who are the ‘pillars’ of the church,  we hear 
about both of them being specially protected and guided by the Lord,  being rescued in 
fact from dangerous situations. 
 
The Acts of the Apostles tells us about Peter being arrested and put in prison, but then 
being released by an angel who took him to safety.  At first Peter thought he was just 
dreaming,  but then realized it was actually happening.  “Now I know for certain”, he said, 
“that the Lord… rescued me”. 
 
Writing to his friend and disciple Timothy,  Paul is reflecting over his life and all he’s 
been through,  grateful for the faith that has guided and protected him. “The Lord stood 
by me and gave me strength”, he writes, “I was rescued from the lion’s mouth”. 
 
Both men recognize that what the Lord had done for them was for the benefit of God’s 
people,  of us who are their modern-day followers in Christ’s footsteps.  As we honour 
them,  our thanks and glory go to the Lord who so dramatically rescued them from real 
dangers,  and we ask His continued protection for ourselves through their intercession. 
May we open our eyes to recognize in the ordinary events of our own lives,  and the life 
of our Christian community,  how God does protect and keep us.  For us who long for 
His appearance,  it’s not a dream.  He is at our side, perhaps often not recognized.  May 
the patronage and role-modelling of Peter and Paul  awaken us to the Lord’s presence 
with us, and to the strength and perseverance that He gives. 
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